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SUB J : COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS SET FOR OCTOBER 20 
REF: LISBON 3991 

1. ACCORDING TO THE LISBON PRESS, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

OF PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY, MEETING OCTOBER 6, DECIDED 
TO CONVOKE AN EXTRAORDINARY CONGRESS OF THE PARTY ON 
OCTOBER 20 IN ORDER TO APPROVE MODIFICATIONS IN THE PARTY 
PROGRAM IN VIEW OF THE NEW POLITICAL SITUATION SINCE APRIL 
25 AND THE NEW TASKS BEFORE THE PARTY. THE PARTY CONGRESS 
WILL BE ONLY THE SECOND LEGAL ONE (THE LAST WAS IN NOVEMBER 
1923) AND THE FIRST SINCE THE 6TH CONGRESS IN 1965. 

2. COMMENT: NEITHER THE OFFICIAL PCP ORGAN AVANTE NOR 
ANY OTHER PORTUGUESE NEWSPAPER GAVE NY ADVANCE NOTICE 
THAT A PARTY CONGRESS WAS IN THE WORKS, WHICH NATURALLY 
LEADS ONE TO SPECULATE THAT THE DECISION WAS A SUDDEN ONE, 
AND PROBABLY NOT TAKEN BEFORE THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 28-30. 
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THE FORCES WITHIN THE PCP ALLIED WITH OCTAVIO PATO HAVE 

BEEN PRESSING FOR THE PARTY TO HOLD A CONGRESS BEFORE THE 

SCHEDULED MARCH ELECTIONS, AND THAT CUNHAL HAS BEEN HOLDING 

OUT FOR THE CONGRESS TO BE HELD AFTER THE ELECTIONS. WE 

HAVE NO INFORMATION WHY THESE RESPECTIVE POSITIONS ARE ALLEGEDLY 

HELD. 

3. RUMORS OF GROWING DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE PCP SURFACED 
WELL BEFORE THE RECENT RIGHTWING RESURGENCE. THESE RUMORS 
GAVE AS THE MAIN PROTAGONISTS ALVARO CUNHAL AND EITHER 
CARLOS ABOIM INGLES OR OCTAVIO PATO. THE DIVISIVE ISSUES 
ALLEGEDLY WERE OVER WHETHER OR NOT PORTUGAL WAS IN A PRE- 
REVOLUTIONARY STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT, OVER LABOR TACTICS, AND 
BETWEEN THOSE EXILED AND THOSE WHO STAYED AND FOUGHT UNDER- 
GROUND IN PORTUGAL DURING THE LEAN YEARS. IF IN FACT LATENT 
DIFFERENCES DO EXIST WITHIN THE PCP, WE EXPECT THAT THE EVENTS OF 
LAST WEEK WOULD GIVE EACH CURRENT MORE TO ARGUE OVER;ONE WOULD 
EXPECT THOSE WHO BELIEVED THE PARTY WAS IN A PREREVOLUTIONARY 
ERA TO BE STRENGTHENED AS A RESULT OF THE APPARENT DEFEAT 
SUFFERED BY THE RIGHT (MANY OF WHOSE LEADERS ARE JAILED AND THREE 
OF WHOSE PARTIES HAVE BEEN PUT OUT OF ACTION AT LEAST 
TEMPORARILY). THOSE WHO HOLD THIS VIEW WOULD BE OPPOSED BY 
CUNHAL, WHO IS MOST LIKELY UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM MOSCOW 

NOT TO ALLOW DEVELOPMENTS TO GO SO FAR AS TO THREATEN BROADER 
SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY INTERESTS SUCH AS DETENTE WITH THE USG. 

4. WHILE WE DO NOT HAVE PROOF THAT SUCH INTERNAL CONFLICTS 
IN FACT EXIST, LOGIC WOULD SUGGEST THAT THERE ARE INTERNAL 
DIFFERENCES OVER STRATEGY AND LEADERSHIP CADRES, AND THAT 

THE ABORTIVE RIGHTWING OFFENSIVE HAS WIDENED THESE DIFFERENCES. 
THE SUDDEN PARTY CONGRESS MAY HAVE BEEN CALLED TO RESOLVE 
THESE DIFFERENCES, ALTHOUGH LACK OF INFORMATION MAKES A 
FIRM JUDGMENT IMPOSSIBLE. THE PUBLICATION OF THE DECISIONS 
OF THE CONGRESS MAY REVEAL WHETHER OR NOT THIS ANALYSIS IS 
CORRECT. 

SCOTT 
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